ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ETTON PARISH COUNCIL
7 May 2019
PRESENT: Councillors Holmes (Chair), Armstrong, Gibbs, Widd and Yeo.   
Apologies were submitted from Councillors Bell, Widd and Sleight.
Clerk:  Alan Bravey.
There were three members of the public present. 

The meeting was held at the Village Hall, Etton.

27/19 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN – Resolved – To elect Councillor Holmes as Chairman until the Annual Council Meeting in May 2020.

28/19 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN – Resolved – To elect Councillor Bell as Vice Chairman until the Annual Council Meeting in May 2020.

29/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations made.
30/19 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – (i) that the minutes of the meeting held on the 11 March 2019 should be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
31/19 WARD COUNCILLOR UPATE – There were no Ward Councillors present due to the local elections.

32/19 CHARITY REPRESENTATIVES – Resolved – i) that Councillor Gibbs and Widd would represent the Council on the Village Charity ii) that Clerk should write to Mr Bugg, the outgoing representative, to thank him for his contribution to the charity and iii) that details of the charity should be promoted in the Welcome to Etton Newsletter and Village Newsletters.  
33/19 PERONNEL COMMITTEE MEMBERS – Resolved – That Councillors Holmes and Bell should be appointed to the Personnel Committee until May 2020.

34/19  PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 2019/20 – Resolved – That the Parish Council would meet on the following Mondays at 7.30 pm: 8th July, 9th September, 11th November, 13th January 2020, 9th March 2020 (Annual Parish Assembly commencing at 7.30pm followed by the Parish Council Meeting) and 11th May, 2020 (Annual Meeting of the Parish Council).
35/19 CLERK UPDATE – East Riding of Yorkshire Council had agreed to arrange a site visit between the Parish Council and the bus operating companies to discuss stops and signage.  

36/19 COUNCILLOR UPDATES – Councillor Holmes reported that Church had asked whether the Parish Council could help address the poor condition of Church Walk.  East Riding of Yorkshire Council had advised the Parish Council that the road was not adopted and was therefore the responsibility of the land owner to maintain.  Ownership was not clear but records suggest either the Farm or the Church, or a combination of the two, were responsible for maintaining the Walk.  Councillor Widd reported that house owners at the rear of the pond had asked about putting house number signs near to the pond.  Councillor Widd also reported that he had collected the Beacon Sign for repair and discussed the crest design.  The meeting discussed the potential issues to raise on the forthcoming ERYC Walkabout.  

Resolved – i) the Parish Council would pass ERYC’s ownership advice to the Church ii) Councillor Widd would recommend the home owners to request permission from the Dalton Estate.  

37/19 CORRESPONDENCE– Resolved – i) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:

· ERYC, Planning Approval – Single storey extension, 66 Main Street.

· PK Littlejohn, Appointment of External Auditors

· ERYC, Invitation to Planning Liaison Meeting

· ERYC, Confirmation of Councillor Appointments 

· Humberside Police, Monthly Update

· ERYC, Site visit on Bus Signs

· ERYC,  Working on un-adopted footpaths or roads

· ERYC, Local Transport Strategy with details of Road Safety Policy

ii) that Councillor Holmes would attend the planning meeting and iii) the Parish Council would request clarification on how road accidents were recorded in the ERYC Road Safety Policy. 
38/19 COUNCILLOR VACANCIES – Resolved – that the two vacant Councillor positions would be advertised in the newsletter and on the parish noticeboard, with written applications being considered at the next Parish Council meeting.  
39/19 PLANNING APPLICATION, Excavation of ground levels to create driveway, erection of brick walls, and installation of gates (retrospective application), 106 Main Street, etton – The Parish Council recognised that that applicant had removed a number of courses of the wall at the section nearest to the highway and replaced coping stones with brick on edge, as requested.  However, when the scheme was taken as a whole, there had been no reduction to the remainder of the wall and notwithstanding the landscaping, the Parish Council considered that the scale and massing of the wall was not in keeping with the rest of the village, where all boundary walls were of a low height and stoned coping was not used.    


Resolved - that the Parish Council would object to the application.  
40/19 VILLAGE POND UPDATE– Three quotes for a landscape designer to prepare an artist’s impression of coppiced willows at the pond had been obtained and a recommended supplier was proposed.  A member of the public had offered suggestions on options for storing the silt on the pond site if required and recommended speaking to a company who had cleaned the pond of another Parish Council through use of grant funding.     

Resolved – That the Council would commission the drawing of the pond with the willows coppiced to help facilitate community consultation and would approach the company with experience of using grant funding to clear ponds for advice.  
41/19 DOG FOULING CAMPAIGN UPDATE– Councillor Gibbs reported that the pre-campaign clean up had taken place, with 61 dog faeces collected within the boundary of the village speed signs.  The leaflet would now be distributed and then the signs would be erected, for which the appropriate permissions had been sought. 
42/19 COMMUNITY PICNIC UPDATE – Councillors Armstrong and Gibbs reported that all preparations were in hand for the community picnic.  A number of Councillors volunteers to help set up.

43/19 BUDGET OUTTURN REPORT 2018/19– Resolved – that the outturn report be noted.   

44/19 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2018/19 - The Parish Council considered each of the nine annual governance statement assertions.  


Resolved – (i) That Councillors agreed with each of the Annual Assurance Statement assertions and (ii) that the Chair of the Parish Council should sign the statement.

45/19 ACCOUTING STATEMENT, ASSET REGISTER AND DATES FOR EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS – 
The Parish Council reviewed the accounting statement for 2018/19, the bank reconciliation statement and the Council’s asset register.


Resolved – (i) That the Accounting Statement would be signed by the Chair and (ii) that the dates for exercising public rights with regards to the accounts would be set as 2 July – 10 August.
46/19 EXEMPTION FROM EXTERNAL AUDIT – The new transparency code allowed smaller authorities to exempt themselves from the external audit process.  This was because publishing all relevant financial information on the Parish Council’s website allowed residents themselves to hold the Council to account. 


Resolved – That the Parish Council should certify itself as exempt from a limited assurance review.  
47/19 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT - Resolved – that the following accounts should be approved for payment:

	Description 



	Clerk, Salary April - £71.76, May £71.56 and June £71.76

	HMRC, PAYE April - £17.80, May - £18 and June £17.80

	Peter Ford,  Gardening Fees - £489.50




48/19
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - The next meeting of the Parish Council would take place on the 8th July 2019 at 7:30 pm.
Signed:
_________________________

Dated:
_________________________
375

