ETTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
18 November 2024
PRESENT: Councillor Holmes (Chairman), Bell, Heuck, Sleight, and Yeo.
Apologies were received from Councillor Williams.
Ward Councillor Wilcock was also in attendance.
There were 12 members of the public in attendance.  
77/24 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – There were no declarations made.
78/24 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – Resolved – that the minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on the 9 September and 30 September should be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

79/24 Erection of two storey extension to rear with associated works, following demolition of single storey extensions to side and rear, and detached garage, Location: The Light Dragoon – Etton Parish Council objected to the previous application for the Light Dragoon, which would have seen the pub demolished and replaced by 4 dwellings, a micro pub and 6 holiday let accommodations. The Parish Council raised a number of objections to that application, but generally asked for a proposal that involved a pub at the centre of the plot, on a less developed site, retaining all or part of the existing building, and with any new development more in keeping with the conservation area. The Parish Council considered that the current application addressed these key objections, in particular, retaining most of the original building, which was a prominent landmark and a significant part of the fabric of the village and the conservation area. The Parish Council was concerned that the proposals did not include a kitchen area, and it was not clear whether the cellar would be retained. The Parish Council was of the view that the ability to serve food was a pre-requisite for a viable local pub and that this application could therefore undermine the viability of the Light Dragoon and lead to a situation in the future where consideration was given again to demolishing the building and replacing with residential accommodation. The Parish Council’s position on this eventuality, as set out in the response to the previous application, was that it would not support an application for demolition.  However, it was recognised that this was not a material planning consideration for this current application and therefore it was Resolved that the Parish Council had no objections to the application.
80/24 - To note that the Parish Council raised no objections to the planning application to remove 1 no. Norway Spruce tree (T6) due to close proximity to existing building and to give space to allow T7 to develop; Remove 2 no. Apple trees (T9 & T16), 1 no. Plum tree (T10), and 1 no. group of mixed Eucalyptus, Cedar, Spruce trees (G17); Crown lift 2 no. Ash trees (T2 & T4), 1 no. Cherry tree (T3), 1 no. Lime tree (T5), 1 no. Sycamore tree (T7) to 3 metres in height at The Light Dragoon – It was noted that the Clerk had submitted a no objection response in accordance with delegations, following an email consultation with the Parish Council.   
81/24 WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE – Ward Councillor Wilcock advised that the interim Chief Executive of East Riding of Yorkshire Council had announced his intention to retire at the end of 2025.  The Leaders of both East Riding of Yorkshire Council and Hull City Council would stand to be the Mayor of the new Combined Authority in elections that would take place on the 1st May.  The Liberal Group were debating whether to move a motion calling for restrictions on the sale of fireworks, following a recent high profile petition that drew attention to the distress and trauma caused to both people and animals.  The Parish Council advised that residents were asked to share their intention to set off fireworks on the WhatsApp group, so neighbours could take appropriate steps to support animals.   The meeting also discussed the speed watch scheme and the recent offer of match funding from the Police and Crime Commissioner for a mobile speed sign.  Councillor Wilcock advised that the Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner, Councillor Hammond, would be happy to attend a Parish Council meeting to discuss if required.  It was agreed to review in 2025.  
82/24  ACTION LOG UPDATE –  It was agreed that the Clerk should ask if the new street light outside of the Village Hall could be connected in time for the Christmas Light Switch on.  
83/24 PARISH COUNCILLOR UPDATE – It was noted that one of the two bins at the pond had rusted through, although the housing was still sound.  It was agreed that the Clerk would report the damage to ERYC, and it was noted that the one on the two bins could potentially be removed.  A resident had reported that the new Warter Road name plate had been damaged.  ERYC had ordered a replacement which was expected to take a couple of months to arrive.  
84/24 CORRESPONDENCE – Resolved – i) that the following correspondence should be received by the Council:
i. ERYC, Anti-Social Behaviour Report

ii. Resident, Damaged Litter Bin at Pond

iii. Resident, Feedback from Enforcement Officer

iv. ERYC, Chantry Lane Road Closure for resurfacing – 12/13 December.  

v. ERYC, Gov Consultation on permitting elected members to participate in formal council meetings remotely. 

vi. East Riding Design Code Consultation 

vii. ERYC, Light Dragoon Planning Application – Removal of Trees in Conservation Area 

viii. Natural England, Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Consultation 

ix. Humberside Police, Newsletter

85/24  CHRISTMAS TREE AND LIGHTS SWITCH ON EVENT– Resolved – i) that Councillor Holmes would arrange for the purchase and installation of a Christmas tree at a cost of about £150, supported by Councillor Sleight and a resident volunteer and ii) a Christmas tree light switch on event would be held on the 6th December with the usual refreshments made available.  

86/24  POND MAINTENANCE – Resolved – That the Parish Councillor gardener would be asked to tidy the area at the back of the pond.

87/24 BUDGET AND PRECEPT FOR 2025/26 – Resolved – That the draft budget for 2025/26 should be approved, with the precept frozen at the same amount as 2024/25.  
88/24 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT – Resolved – i) that it be noted that the following accounts had been paid by bank transfer:  

· Clerk – Purchase of 2 Poppy Wreaths - £50


· ERYC – Staff Vacancy Advertising Costs - £60


· Clerk – Indeed Staff Vacancy Advertising Costs - £51.19

ii) and that the following accounts be approved for payment:

· Clerk - 
November / December Salary - £107.92
· HMRC – November / December PAYE - £71.20

89/24 EXCLUDING THE PRESS AND PUBLIC – Resolved – To exclude the press and public from the meeting on the grounds that the following agenda items is likely to involve the disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraph(s) 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972.
90/24  APPOINTMENT OF A NEW CLERK – Resolved – to appoint Catherine Simpson to the position of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Etton Parish Council.  
Signed:
_________________________

Dated:
_________________________
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