Chairman’s Report Etton Parish Council 2025 – 2026

Following my appointment in January of this year, I have had to look back across the minutes and can summarise our past year (commencing in June ’25) comprised of 8 ordinary meetings (including this one) and 4 extraordinary meetings.

This is double the expected meeting cadence as initially discussed ( one per 2 months) and shows the want of the parish to call additional meeting when urgent planning applications require discussion and/or a vote. For this additional effort in attending such meetings, I thank those in the parish who continually show an interest and attend. I would like to especially thank Jeremy for his unwavering support and most importantly, I would like thank the Parish councillors, who do this in their own time and make every effort to attend where possible and represent the honest voice of the Etton community. Finally, I I would also like to thank catherine for keeping us line and ensuring, that we follow the required rules and procedures and document the council meetings in a professional manner. 

If you allow me, I would like to take a brief tour of the main topics discussed – to note that we have always had a full quorum and only 1 extraordinary meeting when the proper officer was not able to attend. 

9 & 16 June – I ordinary and 1 extra ordinary meeting
Pub @ Etton discussed / Ian napper joined the council / land to the east and west discussed / land to east and west of pub planning went to the extra o meeting
14 July – ordinary meeting
Dispensation approved for councillor napper to discuss and vote on pub related planning / Stuart Bell resigned as vice, grateful for him to remain on council and G Williams voted in a Vice chair / discussion on making an asset of community value / approval to keep £1000 in current account / planters for war memorial graciously donated by Heuck family. 
8 & 29 Sept – ordinary and extraordinary meeting
Discussion on BT removing phone line/ Bin on Dalton Road remains a action item / discussion on moving to a gov.uk web address / approval for a printer combine scanner shared with 5 other parish councils / extra meeting vote to reject current plans for land to east and west of pub / approval to increase clerk hours from 2 to 3 hours per week / agree to order poppy wreathes 

10 & 26 Nov – ordinary and extra ordinary meeting
Peter Mount voted to council / Asset of community value letter drafted and to be sent / Agreement to increase precept from £6000 to £7000 based on new budget / agreed to migrate clerk email to .gov.uk address but councillor’s to remain ( to0 expensive) / Christmas light discussed and time agreed / social media and equality & diversity policies updated and/or agreed / agreement to form HR committee ( Williams & napper & bell) / co option policy agreed / disciplinary committee agreed ( napper & bell) / letter sent to ERYCC for ACV 
8 Dec – ordinary 
Chairman D Heuck resigned – meeting chaired by G Williams and parish councillors thanked and acknowledged his good work / re-iteration to keep discussions factual and emotionally unbiased / planning west of pub approved / update on defibrillator – 3 in Parish  / Dalton road bin discussion / lighting west end of village needs attention 
12 Jan – Ordinary 
G Williams elected chair / I Napper elected Vice chair / defibrillator updates received – pads required / offer to pay for 50% Dalton Road bin submitted 
9 & 31 March – ordinary and extraordinary meeting
Dog fouling discussed / defibrillator pads approved / plans for east of pub submitted / discussion on village picnic – 14th June agreed / Jeanette Dawson voted in as parish councillor / land to east of pub voted against. 

In summary, whilst there has been a lot of discussion in relation to the Pub @ Etton and the permissions to either side, it would be remiss for the chairman note to acknowledge that the pub has just celebrated its one year anniversary after a period of almost 5 years without such an establishment and I hear from may who are appreciative of the establishment. There are many others to thank for their unwavering dedication but I also need to single our Jon Sleight and his wife who continue to allow us to use the farm for the summer picnic ..as this takes a huge amount of organisation. I also thank all of the other members of our Parish who volunteer when required. 
Finally and once again, I wish to thank the dedication of the councillors for putting their personal time aside and assist the running of the required affairs of our wonderful Parish. 
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