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Etton Parish Council – Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Council held on the 8th June 2026 at 19:30 in the Village Hall.

	Present
	
	

	
	
	

	Cllr. Ian Napper
	IN
	Vice Chairman

	Cllr. John Sleight
	JS
	Councillor

	Cllr. Stuart Bell
	SB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Peter Mount
	PM
	Councillor

	Cllr. Jeanette Dawson
	JD
	Councillor

	Cllr. Richard Yeo
	RY
	Councillor

	Officers
	
		

	Catherine Simpson
	CS
	Clerk

	Others
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	7
	
	Members of the public

	
	
	Action

	
	WELCOME
	

	
	In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and read the recording declaration.
	

	26/27-26
	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
	

	
	Complaints were raised regarding development of the pub site which included:

Lack of car parking & a garage, noise pollution
Comments were made that the site is not being developed as it should be and that the Conservation Officer at ERYC has repeatedly objected.
Complaints that there are 3 flats in the pub which should not be there.

The developer was present at the meeting and confirmed that there are only 2 flats, one which is occupied by the pub manager and the other by its maintenance man.  He also stated that the car park has been approved, is present and ready to be used.

	

	26/27-27
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Gareth Williams and the reason approved.
	

	26/27-28
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	a. There were no declarations of interest.
b. There was one Dispensation which has been approved in respect of Cllr. Ian Napper in relation to issues pertaining to The Pub at Etton and the site thereon.  This is in place until the 31st August 2029.
	

	26/27-29
	CO-OPTION
	

	
	There is still one vacancy and interest was shown by a member of the public.  An application form will be sent.
	

	26/27-30
	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
	

	
	As the minutes had only recently been circulated it was agreed to carry this item forward to the July meeting.
	

	26/27-31
	WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE
	

	
	Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock updated Council on the following issues:

Solar Farm Developments

The main issue at this moment in time is the increase in applications for solar farms.  Potential sites include the one near Walkington, Rowley, Bentley and  Little Weighton and the one on the outskirts of Market Weighton.

An action group has been formed in Walkington am is holding public information days on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th June.  A letter asking for assistance in stopping these developments has been sent to HM The King.

Lund Egg Farm

An application for a farm housing 32,000 hens has been approved.

County Hall

Savings to meet budget challenges are proving difficult.

Election – May 2027

All 3 current ward councillors have been re-selected for election next year.

	

	26/27-32
	THE FORMER LIGHT DRAGOON
	

	
	a. Noise levels in the pub – in the absence of Cllr. Williams, this will be carried forward to the next meeting.
	

	26/27-33
	FINANCE
	

	
	a. The accounts for May were approved and the bank reconciliation signed.
b. The following payments were approved:

	Etton Village Hall
	Room hire
	£99.00

	Richard Dixon
	Internal audit
	£545.00

	Information Commissioner
	Subscription
	£47.00


 
It was agreed that a contribution to the Village Hall should be made going forward to cover the additional cost of powering the Christmas lighting.  

c. The internal audit was reviewed, and the Clerk will create an action plan from this for the next meeting.  An important issue which the auditor has highlighted is that the Council need to make sure that it is carrying out regular risk assessments and documenting these.

The Clerk will provide the risk assessment documentation and it was agreed that a working group be established comprising Cllr. Dawson, Cllr. Napper and Cllr. Mount.  The purpose of this group will be to discuss how to manage the risl assessments and to create a plan to satisfy the requirements of the audit.


	

	
	d. RESOLVED: that in view of the income and expenditure falling below £25,000 and having met the required criteria that Etton Parish Council declares itself exempt from external audit.
e. RESOLVED: to approve Section 1 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
f. RESOLVED: to approve Section 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return.
g. RESOLVED: to approve the Certificate of Exemption.
	

	
26/27-34
	PLANNING
	

	
	a. 26/01272/TCA – Manor House Farm

Proposal: ETTON CONSERVATION AREA - Fell 1 no. Rowan tree as it is diseased/dying
Location: Manor House Farm, 73 Main Street
Application Type: Tree Works in Conservation Areas
RESOLVED: that this application be approved.
b. 26/01085/PLF – The Light Dragoon

Proposal: Erection of a dwelling, construction of a new vehicular access with associated parking and landscape works
Location: Land East of The Light Dragoon, 34 Main Street, Etton 
Application Type: Full Planning Permission

RESOLVED: that this application be refused as per the reasons outlined in Appendix 1 of these minutes. The vote was not unanimous and resulted in a tie.  The acting Chairman used his casting vote.

	

	26/27-35
	DEFIBRILLATORS
	

	
	· Cllr. Napper to let Clerk know the make and model of the defibrillator at Gardham so that she can order replacement pads.
· Clerk checked the defibrillator at Kiplingcotes on the 20th May.
· The Clerk was asked to check with Bishop Burton Parish Council to see if the one at High Gardham is under their guardianship.
	

	26/27-36
	MAINTENANCE
	

	
	The bin on South Dalton road has at last been repaired.  
	

	26/27-37
	STREET LIGHTING
	

	
	In the absence of Cllr. Williams this item will be carried forward to the next meeting.
	

	
26/27-38
	PICNIC
	

	
	This is scheduled for the 14th June and Cllr. Sleight advised that the barn has been prepared.  The chairs will be taken in on the 9th June and there were volunteers to hang flags / bunting on the 11th June.  Residents are being asked to bring their own mugs as the Village Hall crockery is in use for another event.
	

	26/27-39
	ADMINISTRATION
	

	
	a. Recording of council meetings: this will be carried forward to the next meeting.
b. Policy review: it was agreed that a working group could possibly be formed to go through all the policies and risk assessments.  Clerk to send a spreadsheet of these to Cllr. Dawson.  Clerk will also speak to ERNLLCA to see if additional logins to its website could be arranged.
	

	26/27-40
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	A letter has been received from Northern Powergrid regarding festive lighting and Cllr. Napper will obtain the MPAN for the Village Hall as they need this to ensure that the Council is not “stealing” electricity.

	

	26/27-41
	COUNCILLORS EXCHANGE & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Dog fouling is still an issue and the Clerk offered to purchase some pink chalk spray paint.  This is used in another village and has produced positive results.  The idea is not only to highlight the heap but to shame dog owners into cleaning up after their dogs.

Cllr. Dawson asked the there is a councillor induction pack.  The Clerk advised that there is not but she will circulate the How to be a Good Councillor. Guide.
	

	26/27-42
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	There will need to be a meeting in June to approve the AGAR.  The next ordinary meeting will be the 13th July at 19:30.
	



Meeting finished at 21:02

Signature of Chairman:



Clerk:	Catherine Simpson, 19 Princess Road, Market Weighton, Y043 3BX , telephone 01430 872239
	Telephone: 01430 872239 /Email: clerk@ettonparishcouncil.gov.uk
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